
 
1 of 3 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE # 63 
WHITE ROCK LAKE FIRE – WILDFIRE UPDATE 

Monday, August 30, 2021 – 16:00 Hours 
Spallumcheen, BC 

 
LOCAL WILDFIRE – WHITE ROCK LAKE WILDFIRE (K61884) 

BC Wildfire confirmed that the planned ignition is underway and approximately 50% 
complete as of 15:00 hrs today. A column of smoke is visible from surrounding 
communities and increased smoke will likely continue into the evening. The planned 
ignition is meeting the objective of removing fine to medium woody debris from the 
forested area while leaving the majority of large timber untouched.  

Planned ignition operations are critical to achieve containment in areas where the fire 
perimeter is inoperable and unsafe for ground crews and heavy equipment to work. 
Planned ignitions are the safest way to remove fuel that can burn well into fall and winter 
by the wildfire. In 2018, fires that occurred in severe drought areas burned underground 
over winter and started burning in the spring again. 

Given the extreme drought over the wildfire area, the large scale ignition in the Irish Creek 
Rd area is critical to ensure that the fire perimeter is secure as possible with no fuel 
available for further growth. Without these ignitions, the wildfire will continue to burn out 
of control into fall in heavy fuels with the potential to impact Hwy 97 and the surrounding 
interface. 

With the significant smoke in the atmosphere, air quality may be a concern. We ask you 
to monitor air quality in the North Okanagan and plan your activities accordingly. Air 
Quality updates are available at the Environment Canada website. The Township will 
continue to do our best to update you on information about any planned ignitions as the 
information becomes available. More information about the planned ignition, wildfire 
activities or statistics can be found at the BC Wildfire website. 

Some of the things that residents can do are: 

• Avoid use of back country areas. The Township asks that everyone stay alert to 
signs of fire and report any signs of wildfire in back country areas to 1-800-663-
5555 or *5555 from a cell phone.  

• Make sure that you are prepared for quickly changing situations by having an 
emergency plan and be prepared to leave your home or business with short notice. 

https://weather.gc.ca/airquality/pages/bcaq-012_e.html
https://weather.gc.ca/airquality/pages/bcaq-012_e.html
http://bcfireinfo.for.gov.bc.ca/hprScripts/WildfireNews/OneFire.asp?ID=855
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If you have not already done so, please review resources on our Emergency 
Information page regarding what to do to prepare for an evacuation and what to 
pack in your 72 hour grab and go bag. 

The current evacuation alert area for the Township of 
Spallumcheen is located below:  

EVACUATION ALERT AREA IN EFFECT
• Corkscrew Rd 
• Evans Rd 
• Golfview Place 
• Grandview Flats Rd 

(south side) 
• Grandview Flats Rd 

North  
• Grandview Flats Rd 

South 

• 9221 to 9728 Highway 
97  

• L&A Cross Rd  
• Larkin Cross Rd (south 

side) 
• Mendenhall Rd 
• Miller Rd 
• Northwind Drive 
• 8400 Old Kamloops Rd  

• Otter Lake Rd (632 
Otter Lake Rd and 
lower) 

• Overlook Pl 
• Page Rd  
• Pine Ridge Rd  
• Round lake Rd  
• St Anne’s Rd 
• Stepping Stones Rd  
• Stepping Stones Cres

Please refer to mapping below and the interactive mapping on our website for 
clarification on your specific address. 

 
 
Please monitor the Township of Spallumcheen website, BC Wildfire website and DriveBC 
for updates on alerts, orders, wildfire changes and road closures.  
 
Residents that are under Evacuation Alert are encouraged to register online at 
https://ess.gov.bc.ca. By registering online, residents will save considerable time and 
effort should you need to access Emergency Social Services.  
 

https://www.spallumcheentwp.bc.ca/culture/emergency-information.htm
https://www.spallumcheentwp.bc.ca/culture/emergency-information.htm
https://www.spallumcheentwp.bc.ca/culture/emergency-information.htm
http://bcfireinfo.for.gov.bc.ca/hprScripts/WildfireNews/OneFire.asp?ID=855
https://drivebc.ca/
https://ess.gov.bc.ca/
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When making plans to prepare for possible evacuations, remember that Okanagan hotels 
currently have limited availability. If possible, make plans to stay with family and friends, 
who are not located in an evacuation alert or order area. 
 
The next scheduled update for the Township of Spallumcheen is on Tuesday, 
August 31, 2021 at 12:00 hrs.  
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